



I remember being young and being so excited to dress up for Halloween. When 
Star Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace 
came out I was ecstatic to dress up as 
Darth Maul. As a young child, costumes 
and Halloween were still new to me and 
that excitement could not be contained. 
I’m sure I imagined tramping through 
my neighbourhood, nearly delirious with 
excitement and craving the free sugar loot I 
would be bringing home. 
But, by the time high school rolled 
around, Halloween was just an excuse to 
get my underage drink on. It became far 
more interesting to me to make inebriated 
mischief while in a shoddy but passable 
disguise than the actual disguise itself. I 
didn’t care too much about the costume 
but I certainly cared about spending time 
with my friends. Now, at the ripe old age of 
[undisclosed], dressing up is a no-no and 
Halloween is less and less exciting to my 
friend group.
Depending on your perspective, I am 
either incredibly lucky to be part of a friend 
group that has almost entirely abandoned 
costume-wearing, or I am missing out on a 
key holiday joy. Clearly, I believe the former 
and I doubt my friends feel that we are 
missing anything by not dressing up. It’s 
not that we are better than that—though we 
would certainly accept that hypothesis—
it’s just that it’s a lot of work for just one 
day. Not to mention, paying for your own 
costume makes it less fun by a mile.
I mean, think about it, you have to 
go buy parts here and there, maybe do 
some makeup, all for like four to ten hours 
of wear—depending on whether or not 
you are working. Sure, you could buy a 
pre-packaged costume but that’s kind of 
a waste and uncreative. Dressing up as 
something recently trendy like an Among 
Us Crewmate or someone from Squid 
Game might guarantee you nods and high 
fives, but it is not that great overall. So if 
you haven’t the time, money or energy to 
invest in a creative costume half the fun has 
disappeared already. It's even less enticing 
when your peer group is completely 
unconcerned.  
The greatness of the situation is that 
there is no peer pressure and no one to 
impress. No themed costume parties, 
no awkward pictures where you’re the 
only uncostumed person. Just brews and 
good vibes. The ultimate benefit is that 
Halloween becomes another day to hang 
out with friends and that candy is somewhat 
cheaper—or at least more acceptable to eat 
copious amounts of. Being past costumes is 
a wonderful gift of adulthood.
So I’m looking forwards to a T-shirt, 
hoody and jeans Halloween. Maybe we’ll pig 
out on candy and ‘forget’ to give it to kids 
who come knocking on our doors. If their 
parents can afford to buy them costumes, 















My friends are over  
costumes and I love it
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On Wednesday, October 27, the Douglas College Library will host its 
third Booktalk Series. The event is centred 
around LGBTQ2S+ history month and 
will highlight books chosen by faculty and 
students that depict the queer experience. 
Organizers believe allies can learn a lot 
about the importance of queer stories by 
attending. Organizers also view this as a 
way to promote smaller indie publishers 
who distribute many of the novels shared 
in the series.
The aim is to showcase that queer 
and trans folks have always been here and 
that in many societies, their existence 
has been dismissed or ignored; forcing 
them to live in the shadows. “Though the 
language we use to describe ourselves has 
evolved, LGBTQ2S+ people have always 
existed and have often had to fight to do 
so,” emphasizes Lindsay Russell, Library 
Technician and event organizer. 
Douglas College Library has previously 
organized Book Talks for Black History 
and Indigenous History Months; regarding 
these previous events, Russell explains that: 
“Both were quite successful and fun to help 
organize. It’s been great connecting with 
other people at the college over a shared 
love of books.” Coe Gillis (they/them), who 
previously worked at a bookstore where 
they curated a display of queer books, saw 
the series as a way to get involved in a topic 
that they're passionate about. "[I want] 
teenagers and other kids to be able to see 
themselves in books that I never had,” says 
Gillis, a recent graduate of the Gender and 
Sexuality program at Douglas College. 
The LGBTQ2S+ Booktalk will be held 
on Zoom from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM, and 
all are welcome, including employees and 
alumni. Following the talk, there will be 
a discussion where attendees can discuss 
their favourite LGBTQ2S+ novels. Everyone 
is encouraged to join in on the discussion 
to share their favourite novels or anything 
related to queer history. Additionally, a 
reading list will be sent to all participants' 
email addresses following the series. 
Each student will present a queer 
read they recommend at the event. Gillis’s 
selection for the Booktalk is the lesbian 
romance novel Honey Girl by Morgan 
Rogers. The book depicts an authentic and 
dreamy representation of love between 
a recent astronomy Ph.D. graduate and a 
radio host woman who marry each other 
after a night of drinking in Las Vegas. 
Claudia Mijares—a Douglas College 
student—saw the poster for the event and 
decided to get involved. She recommends 
a poetry collection by Vancouver artist 
Amber Dawn entitled  My Art is Killing Me, 
featuring an illustrated cover by local artist 
Puppy Teeth, whose designs are commonly 
seen on t-shirts. All of the books discussed 
are available at the Douglas College Library. 














With Skytrain lines firmly planted for Vancouver’s Broadway corridor 
and from Surrey to Langley, TransLink is 
thinking big. Add the desire to get people 
out of their cars, plus the region's strong 
desire for more transit options, and the 
need to increase transit accessibility 
and coverage becomes more apparent. 
On October 12, TransLink introduced 
its ambitious plan for 310 kilometres 
of Skytrain, light rail, Rapid Bus, and 
other transit projects throughout the 
region by 2050; a plan they are calling 
“Transportation 2050”. 
The plan includes creating better 
forms of transportation for busy areas 
like the Lougheed Highway from Port 
Coquitlam through Maple Ridge; Surrey to 
Guilford and Newton, as well as Hastings 
Street over to North Vancouver. These 
plans won’t be limited to trains and buses, 
as there is also a plan for an additional 850 
kilometres of bike lanes, the SFU Mountain 
gondola, and a high-speed rail service that 
will connect British Columbia with the 
states of Washington and Oregon. 
While this plan is very walking and 
biking-centric, the plan has not left out 
the people who need cars to get around. 
TransLink knows that some people work in 
trades, have late-night jobs, and may also 
live in rural areas where not having a car 
to get makes life more difficult. The goal 
of this plan is to deter people from using 
their cars for short trips that transit can 
accommodate. 
According to CityNews Vancouver, 
the announcement was well-received by 
experts. Vancouver city planner Brent 
Toderian credited the plan for its ambitious 
goals and for its focus on all forms of 
transportation. Andy Yan, director of SFU’s 
City Program also responded positively to 
the plan. Both men agree though that the 
biggest hurdle in the plan is going to come 
in the way of funding. 
This plan was conducted from a 
survey earlier this year. TransLink is now 
conducting another survey to gauge 
people’s thoughts on the current plans. The 
survey runs until October 29. TransLink 
CEO Kevin Quinn says “Transport 2050 
will transform the way we move and 
live, and it’s imperative that the region’s 
transportation future is guided by the 
people who call it home. We listened and 
put your values, priorities, and ideas at the 
forefront – and now it’s up to you to tell us 
if we got it right.”
LGBTQ+ history at 
Douglas College
 › TransLink is thinking big with its 
transit plans for the next 30 years.
Rapid Transit Dreams
Transport 2050 will transform the way 
we move and live, and it’s imperative 
that the region’s transportation future is 
guided by the people who call it home.
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The Canadian men’s national soccer team has entered uncharted waters. 
Canada re-entered the sea of CONCACAF 
final qualifying for the first time since 1997; 
aiming to book their ticket to next year’s 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar.  
Canada’s only appearance at a FIFA 
World Cup tournament was in Mexico in 
1986. However, a new generation of players 
and coaching staff has restored faith 
and confidence, reigniting belief in the 
Canadian men’s national soccer program. 
For the past 35 years, it has been very easy 
to criticize Canada about why they have 
failed to qualify for another World Cup. But 
perhaps, it comes down to one simple and 
logical reason: Canada did not have enough 
good players until now.     
On October 13, Canada defeated 
Panama by a score of four to one at BMO 
Field in Toronto. The game was highlighted 
by Canadian and Bayern Munich star 
player, Alphonso Davies scoring a brilliant 
goal in the 66th minute. It is arguably one 
of the greatest goals in Canadian soccer 
history: Davies sprinted 80 yards deep into 
the Panama end to strip defender Harold 
Cummings of the ball near the sidelines. 
Davies then proceeded to dribble towards 
the 18-yard box. He took his time before 
making a quick pivot while bypassing 
another Panama defender—all before 
shooting the ball into the corner of the 
net. The Panamanian goalkeeper could do 
nothing except be a spectator as Davies 
celebrated the goal and the crowd of 26,622 
fans erupted in euphoria.    
If Canada continues securing points, 
they will put themselves in a good position 
to qualify for the 2022 FIFA World Cup. 
But it is not a fait accompli. The Canadians 
must continue to play hard and work as a 
unit (offensively and defensively) without 
underestimating their opponents. Canada is 
currently in third place with 10 points in the 
CONCACAF final standings (two wins and 
four draws). The US is in second place with 
11 points while Mexico leads with 14 points. 
Canadian head coach, John Herdman, 
stated in a Zoom media conference on 
October 17 that though the Davies goal 
was spectacular, there is no time to be 
celebratory. “It’s a special goal and I think 
it’ll go down in Canadian folklore,” he said. 
“But at the same time, if we don’t qualify 
for the World Cup—it will just be one of 
those moments. We can all get excited 
about what we achieved. [But] I’m back in 
the harsh reality now being down in the 
basement [doing game preparation]—and 
getting ready to go again […] and get ready 
for [our two games in] Edmonton.”   
Canada’s next game is November 
12 against Costa Rica at Commonwealth 
Stadium in Edmonton. Then the Canadians 
face Mexico on November 16. Afterwards, 
Canada will play six more games in the 
New Year. And hopefully, they will have 
secured enough points to be amongst the 
top three teams heading to Qatar. At the 
moment, the future of Canadian soccer 
looks very positive.
Canada continues the quest to qualify 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Since entering the NHL in October 1970 the Vancouver Canucks have had some 
low moments. And since Halloween is 
approaching, this article will focus on some 
of the franchise’s “scariest” moments in 
team history. 
The Canucks have played a few games 
on Halloween. One example was a game on 
October 31, 1984, where the Canucks gave 
their fans a real “scare” by losing to the Los 
Angeles Kings by a score of ten to three.  
Another “scary” moment was 
Vancouver’s jerseys from the 1980s, which 
looked like a Halloween costume. The 
jerseys, especially the home uniforms, were 
dreadful—containing bright yellow with 
red and black trim. Basically, it was honey 
mustard dipping sauce laced with ketchup 
and black bean sauce—and smeared 
all over to create a jersey. Hockey fans 
throughout North America got a nice close-
up view of those jerseys during games three 
and four of the 1982 Stanley Cup Final 
(Pacific Coliseum in Vancouver).  
After the 1982 cup run to the finals, 
the “scary” moments continued for the 
Canucks. During the remainder of the 
1980s, the Canucks struggled and were 
not a strong team. At times, it was difficult 
to figure out what was worse: the team 
or the uniforms. However, the low points 
ended with the arrival of Pat Quinn in 
1987. As team president, general manager 
and later coach, Quinn helped resurrect 
the Vancouver franchise, making them 
respectable and competitive. This resulted 
in several playoff appearances in the early 
1990s; including an appearance in the 1994 
Stanley Cup Finals against the New York 
Rangers. The Canucks lost the finals in 
seven games; Quinn stepped down after 
the series to be replaced by Rick Ley as 
head coach.       
During the Mark Messier era from 
1997 till 2000, the Canucks had more 
“scary” results on the ice. One home 
game occurred on the night of December 
31, 1997. Ok, the game did not occur on 
Halloween, but it was still scary to watch! 
The Philadelphia Flyers were in town, 
defeating the Canucks by a score of eight 
to zero. 
Sportsnet writer, Iain MacIntyre, 
remembers those “scary” moments in 
Canuck’s history. MacIntyre began his 
sports journalism career writing articles 
about the Canucks for the Vancouver Sun 
from 1991 till 2017. But he concedes that 
while covering the team, he does not recall 
any strange, weird, or funny Halloween 
moments. “I’m going to disappoint you 
[…], but I don’t really have any funny 
Halloween stories involving the players,” he 
said in an email interview with the Other 
Press. “I’m sure they have some from their 
team parties and pranks, but I can’t think 
offhand of any that I know.”   
Another scary moment occurred at 
GM Place on February 21, 2000. Canucks’ 
enforcer, Donald Brashear, in a game 
against Boston, was struck in the side of 
the head by Bruin’s defenceman, Marty 
McSorley with three seconds remaining in 
the third period. Brashear fell backwards, 
hitting his head on the ice and suffering 
a concussion as a result. McSorley was 
later charged with assault and appeared 
in a Vancouver courthouse. He was found 
guilty but did not serve any jail time. 
McSorley was instead sentenced to 18 
months probation.
Probably the “scariest” moment in 
Canucks’ history occurred the night of 
March 8, 2004 (also at GM Place) when 
Vancouver’s Todd Bertuzzi was exacting 
revenge on Colorado Avalanche forward, 
Steve Moore. The same teams had met 
three weeks prior in Colorado where 
Moore hit Canucks star player, Markus 
Naslund, with a questionable hit, leaving 
Naslund bloodied and concussed. Late in 
the third period, Bertuzzi chased Moore 
and punched him in the head, while 
pushing him to the ice. A dog pile ensued, 
with Moore severely injured—suffering a 
concussion, facial cuts and three broken 
vertebrae. Moore and his legal team issued 
a criminal lawsuit against Bertuzzi and 
the Canucks. It lasted a decade before an 
out-of-court settlement was reached in 
August 2014. 
Lastly, Iain MacIntyre, to mark the 
Halloween occasion, does have some film 
recommendations. He said he was a fan of 
the Friday the 13th and Halloween movies 
as a teenager. But MacIntyre says two films 
really scared him: Black Christmas (1974) 
and The Blair Witch Project (1999). “I am 
not a horror movie guy (as you’ve probably 
surmised) and never have gotten the allure 
of slasher films in particular,” he said. “But 
Blair Witch got a tonne of publicity and 
accolades so, a while after it came out in 
theatres, I watched it as a pay movie in my 
hotel room during a road trip. Started off 
with all the lights out to make it spooky, 
ended up with the lights on, under the 
covers and squinting through my fingers 
to see the end. I’m still not sure I saw who/
what was standing in the corner of the 
basement of the witch’s house. Like Black 
Christmas, the movie was all about tension 
and suspense and fear about what was 
coming next. The scariest stuff is always in 
your head.” 
Vancouver Canucks have provided their 
fans with several “scary” moments
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Some movies earn a cult following based on their story and the 
believability of the acting. Others attain 
cult status based on their excellent 
design and visual appeal. Some movies 
never gain cult status; instead, they 
slip into the dollar bin at Wal-mart or 
the discount two for $1.99 clearance 
sale at some long-forgotten and mostly 
mildewed to oblivion video rental 
shop. Thir13en Ghosts is deep into the 
third category but claws its way into 
the second category. Not because it is a 
particularly bad movie, but because the 
script and the acting provide just enough 
sticking power to hold the overall story 
together; and the story serves only to 
take the audience through one of the 
best sets designs I have ever seen, filled 
with some of the most exotic costumes 
and character designs in a movie.
This is a movie that provides nothing 
in the way of character development 
or exploration. There are no grand 
realizations, no heartwarming lessons, 
not even an important and satisfying 
villain comeupance. Instead, the audience 
is treated to minimal jump scares but 
plenty of horrific and ghastly designs. 
Though the cast does not flex star power, 
each ghost is interestingly designed and a 
horror pleasure to look at. 
The story is not worth describing in 
all honesty, but I’ll do so as a formality. 
The movie is a remake of  the 1960 
movie 13 Ghosts. The only things the 
two movies share are a haunted house 
and a few general plot ideas. In the 2001 
remake, Arthur Kriticos (played by  Tony 
Shalhoub) inherits a house from his 
recently deceased uncle Cyrus Kriticos 
(F. Murray Abraham). 
Unbeknownst to 
Arthur, his uncle had 
employed Dennis 
Rafkin (portrayed by 
Matthew Lillard) as a 
ghost hunter to find 
12 ghosts for some 
unknown purpose. 
It takes little effort to 
guess that the ghosts 
are trapped in the 
newly inherited house 
and that all hell will 
soon break loose.
However, maybe 
the most impressive 
‘character ‘ in the 
movie is the house 
itself. As described 
by  Kalina Oretzia 
(played by Embeth 
Davidtz), the house 
is a thinking machine 
that can predict the 
future, designed by 
the devil himself. This 
machine-house-thing 
is powered by ghosts 
and can also open 
the “Ocularis Infernum”—the cheesily 
named Eye of Hell. 
Most of the movie is spent with 
characters running around the house, 
chased by ghosts and looking for 
each other. As the house can think, it 
constantly rearranges itself to bring the 
occupants closer to the ghosts or farther 
away from the exit. This is all rather 
unimportant in the face of the brilliant 
set design and eye-popping ghost 
costumes. I can attest to the fact that as a 
child, at least one of these ghosts scared 
the pants off of me and the sliced in half 
lawyer plagued me through many nights. 
This is a movie you don’t watch for 
jump scares and deep storylines. This 
is a movie you watch for the strange 
art that was late 1990’s and early 2000’s 
horror movies. The lighting and the 
details of the house scream of a bygone 
era in filmmaking. The flashes of light 
and the nostalgic glow that pushes 
through the glass walls, illuminating the 
“containment spell” is the right kind of 
retro cheesy that comes about now that 
we can call 20+-year-old things retro. If 
you want to watch a visually entertaining 
and completely vapid Halloween movie, 
this is it.
'Thir13en Ghosts' review
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Halloween, pandemic or not, is a time for joyous celebrations with costume parties and children 
trick or treating in local neighbourhoods. It is also 
the time to watch scary movies. One film, the 1978 
horror flick, Halloween, remains a classic. The 
movie’s elements of terror and suspense have aged 
well—except for the hairstyles and fashion. To this 
day, it is still a very scary movie to watch—especially 
if you are alone.
The pioneer film spawned an endless number 
of sequels and remakes. Some have been good and 
some have been lacking. But the first film remains 
a classic for fans of the horror movie genre and 
anyone that enjoys being scared.      
Halloween takes place in the fictional town of 
Haddonfield, Illinois, where six-year-old, Michael 
Myers, murdered his teenage sister on Halloween 
night. Myers is sent to a sanitarium, which he 
escapes 15 years later. He returns to terrorize 
his hometown; stalking a female babysitter and 
her friends, while his psychiatrist attempts to 
apprehend him.      
The character of Michael Myers is cold-
blooded, inhumane and without remorse. He kills 
and lacks a conscience. He does not even speak, 
making him even more frightening. Perhaps, his 
famous white mask that has no mouth is apropos: a 
perfect symmetry with his inability to speak. As the 
old adage states, “Actions speak louder than words.” 
Jamie Lee Curtis, in one of her earliest film 
roles, was the perfect choice to play Laurie Strode. 
In her performance, Curtis shows innocence and 
naïveté, yet possesses the inner strength and 
resolve when forced to fight for her survival when 
confronted by Michael Myers. Donald Pleasance, 
who played Myers’ psychiatrist, Dr. Sam Loomis, is 
convincing. He is very familiar with his client and 
he knows he is a dangerous threat to public safety. 
We believe him because he has earned our trust. So 
when Myers escapes while being transferred from 
the sanitarium to a hearing, Pleasance captures 
the look of shock perfectly with his eyes. Loomis 
had let a monster escape while in his custody. 
Halloween had been safe in Haddonfield for 15 
years; not anymore. 
One of the scariest moments in the movie was 
when Michael Myers was chasing Laurie. She had 
escaped from his murderous grasp, after discovering 
the dead bodies of her friends Annie (Nancy Kyes), 
Lynda (PJ Soles) and Bob (John Michael Graham) 
while at the Wallace household. Laurie runs across 
the street to the Doyle household, where she was 
babysitting little Tommy (Brian Andrews). She 
slams her hands on the door repeatedly; begging 
for Tommy to open the door as Myers draws near. 
Tommy had been asleep and was slowly moving to 
answer the door. If there was ever a moment when 
drinking a Red Bull was needed to move faster, that 
was it.       
At the end of the film, Loomis shoots Myers 
several times, sending him crashing over the 
balcony. His body lays on the front lawn, he is dead. 
It is all over; everyone is now safe. But as Loomis 
walks to the balcony to look below, Myers is gone. 
The camera then shows Pleasance saying nothing. 
Words were not necessary; his look of incredulity 
was enough.               
Halloween was released in October 1978 with 
a very small filming budget of $300,000. It became 
a box office hit, grossing $70 million; becoming 
one of the most profitable independent films of 
all time. John Carpenter’s superb directing along 
with the movie’s famous piano score, which he 
composed, enhances the suspense level of the film. 
In the 2003 documentary, Halloween: A Cut 
Above the Rest, John Carpenter stated Alfred 
Hitchcock’s 1960 movie, Psycho, was one film that 
influenced him. And there are several scenes in 
Halloween where Carpenter creates the build-up of 
suspense that are similar to Hitchcock. An example 
is one scene showing Laurie peering outside her 
bedroom window. She sees Michael Myers staring 
at her from her backyard. She is startled and 
scared, immediately shutting the window. The next 
scene shows Laurie staring out the window again 
and Myers is gone.  
In the opening scene of the movie, Carpenter 
incorporates a first-person’s point of view—when 
young Michael Myers murders his sister. We see 
what Michael sees; as he slowly walks into his home, 
then heads to the kitchen and grabs a large knife. 
Afterwards, he proceeds upstairs to his sister’s 
bedroom. And when Michael stabs his sister; it is 
comparable to the famous shower scene in Psycho—
where there is no need to show the violence. The 
audience is already visualizing the violence in their 
own minds.    
It is evident that Halloween did not need to 
show blood and guts to scare audiences. Instead, like 
Alfred Hitchcock, John Carpenter’s Halloween makes 
the audiences react by using their own imagination. 
Sometimes, it is not what is seen, but what is not 
seen. And that alone can be even more terrifying. 
'Halloween' revisited

















Staying quiet during a racist 
event makes you complicit
 › Why I have decided to not maintain social order under such circumstances
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
Systemic discrimination is built on conformity and complicity. Racism and other prejudices have succeeded in the past because people 
abided—regardless of whether they believed that it was moral, or not. 
While some of us may have more social education than others, we are 
all responsible to speak-up against prejudices when it crosses our paths; 
regardless of how much or little knowledge that we have on the topic of 
social issues or social structures. 
When an ideology—such as ethnocentrism or any supremacism—is 
being repeated over and over, it becomes a norm. This process is sped up 
when that ideology is confirmed by others—both passively and actively. 
Active confirmation looks like explicit, outward approval, through words or 
the likes. Passive confirmation can be as innocent as staying quiet and not 
acknowledging that something that was said or done was wrong. Passive 
confirmation of others’ discriminatory words or actions is as damaging 
as active confirmation as it further perpetuates these harmful dogmas. 
Harmful ideologies can persist when confirmation from others occurs with 
a simultaneous lack of interjection.
Every day we see the harmful by-product of groups thinking that 
they are superior to other groups as is evident through their actions and 
words. Dave Chapelle’s ongoing trans and queer comments are perfect 
examples of a cis/hetero-folk feeling superior to trans/queer folk. Recently 
a Philadelphia man forcefully raped a female metro rider in broad daylight: 
an example of male supremacy. And, let us not forget the countless 
murders of BIPOC persons by police—which, without the mass of protests 
and acknowledgement that occurred in 2020, probably would have flown 
by under the radar. 
Luckily, there has been an uproar against Dave Chapelle’s special 
being featured on Netflix—which has similarly brought the hateful themes 
of his comments to public light. Sadly, the rape that recently occurred on the 
Philadelphia metro was not stopped by other metro riders, which allowed it to 
go on for as long as it had. Racism, misogynism, transphobia, homophobia 
and ethnocentric beliefs all came from somewhere, just as they are all going 
somewhere—and that direction is each individual’s responsibility.
Silently confirming oppression and this lack of interjection may 
explain why many of us were taught a skewed and incorrect history in 
our younger school years. Throughout my elementary school and high 
school, my teachers taught and maintained this colonialist ideal. Canadian 
history classes consisted of learning about brave European explorers 
who discovered Canada. We proudly wore red and white on Canada 
Day; the country’s industrialization was viewed as progressive, as were 
residential schools and the 60’s Scoop, among other Canadian atrocities. 
Indigenous history class was separate from Canadian history and was 
not mandatory—instead, it was an elective. Ironically, we simultaneously 
learnt that Hitler and the Nazi’s actions were immoral. 
Do I think my teachers wanted to teach us that Europeans are 
culturally superior? Probably not consciously. Do I think my teachers 
wanted to teach us that Canada was a colonial superpower? Also, 
probably not consciously. Norms and ideals preserver when they are not 
questioned, and when a counterargument does not emerge. I graduated 
high school in 2011, during this time many social issues had not yet been 
brought to light. Facebook had just surfaced; Twitter was under the radar, 
and Instagram only existed as a whiskey-photo sharing app. There was 
only a grain of salt’s worth of the social confrontations which we currently 
have. My teachers had probably never heard an alternative to the content 
which they were teaching so they excepted the biased histories which 
they were told and subsequently taught them to us. And, for many years I 
similarly accepted those biased histories as truth.  
Before I elaborate on why we have a personal responsibility to stand 
up against supremacism, let me note that while some people are crudely 
discriminatory and overtly harmful to those who they view as inferior 
as shown in the above examples, it does not always exist so evidently. 
Prejudices equally occur through subtle means such as stereotyping. 
This belief is a cognitive framework that allows us to speed up the 
processing of social information, or rather is a cognitive shortcut. In 
psychology, this term falls under the realm of heuristics: mental shortcuts 
that provide quicker and easier conclusions to problems and judgements. 
For those who have been exposed to certain discriminations towards 
minority groups, and have accepted what they have heard as truth, that 
information is cognitively easier to access than it is to employ higher 
To paraphrase an old saying: if you are not contributing
to change, you are contributing to the problem.
cognitive functions such as analyzing or evaluating. Again, this is no 
excuse; it is everyone’s responsibility to resist stereotyping, but also to 
educate oneself. To paraphrase an old saying: if you are not contributing 
to change, you are contributing to the problem.
Being a white female, the only direct discrimination which I have faced 
is against women, and maybe a bit of classism, having been raised in a 
poor neighbourhood. That is not to say that I have not witnessed other 
prejudices to those close around me. My long-term partner is a Mexican 
POC, and while we come across racism directed to him, more often, it 
comes in the form of indirect slurs and stereotyping. There has been an 
evolution in how I deal with this—as well as discriminations against other 
minority groups. Aside from slowly learning about social structures and 
what social issues are rooted in, something that has encouraged me to 
be more vocal is acknowledging that not all conflicts are negative—and 
that maintaining social order will probably just stagnate whatever issue 
has come about. Just as I hope that someone stops to tell me when I say 
something inherently harmful or wrong, I will step in when something said 
or done is bigoted.  
This past long weekend an extended family member of mine was 
invited to our family dinner—let's call him Bob. He seemed like an 
alright guy, was very talkative and had high spirits. Upon introducing my 
partner to him, Bob did what a lot of Canadians do and brought up an 
anecdote to illustrate his knowledge of Mexico by describing a resort 
experience which he had while there. He explained how once when he 
and his wife left the resort to go to a supermarket, there were gunmen at 
the shop’s exit who held him at gunpoint for not having tipped the clerk. 
While my little brothers love the extremity of his story, my partner and 
I immediately calculated its legitimacy. While that would make a great 
Narcos episode, the chance of that actually happening—considering 
my partner who lived 25 years of his life there had never experienced 
such a thing, nor heard of such a thing, were slim to none. We told him 
this, to which he laughed. Situations like this further perpetuate the false 
narrative of Mexicans being beggars and dangerous inherently placing 
Canadians as culturally superior. 
“It’s quite annoying that whenever Canadians, mostly Caucasian 
Canadians, find out that I come from Mexico, they feel so entitled to give 
me insight of my own country. And, whenever I argue or share my own 
perspective, it’s like they feel that their opinion which is based on their 
five days in a resort is worth more than mine.” My partner shared with 
the Other Press.
As dinner began, (and the wine intake increased) Bob’s perspectives 
became more abrupt. We began talking about football teams in 
Surrey, which brought us to the discussion of Walley as a dangerous 
neighbourhood, for which our extended family member had great 
inputs. He began by saying “I’m not a racist but...”, I knew this was 
the beginning of a disaster. He continued to say how the increase in 
immigration of East Indian persons in Surrey has contributed to the city 
being dangerous and unlivable, and how this increase in immigration 
is represented in the increase in gangs and has separated the city into 
three: urban, turban and suburban. 
A mental dilemma occurred at this moment: I needed to say 
something, but I did not want to make a scene at the table; we were at 
my grandma’s house, who we had not seen for over a year due to covid. 
While a dark cloud was slowly emerging over our dinner table, would 
speaking up and possibly starting an argument darken that cloud?
Too late, it happened. I told him that he contradicted his opening 
sentence regarding him not being racist. He attempted to defend his 
urban, turban and suburban comment by telling us that he “loved all 
races”. And who knows, maybe that is true; regardless it was evident 
that he did not think of all races as equal. What started off as a calm 
discussion quickly spiralled into “Young Chinese men in Ferraris are to 
blame for the fentanyl crises”, and “Most gang members are not white”.
Everything that Bob was saying sounded like a regurgitation of the 
worst politically right-leaning news stations I had ever heard. The media 
has forever played a role in systemic racism by painting minorities in a 
certain dim light. The ‘Chinese people are responsible for the fentanyl 
crises’ scapegoat is a popular one. But too often it's a scapegoat that 
has increased animosity towards Asian people. Not to mention that there 
is a psychology behind why segregated persons—who are most often 
BIPOC—join gangs. There’s a documentary that outlines both the social 
and psychological factors as to why gangs are formed and why people 
join them, titled Crips and Bloods, Made in America. 
I do not think that Bob meant any harm. Even his introductory “I 
was held at gunpoint in your country” seems to have had the intention 
of bringing up content that was familiar to my partner as means of being 
friendly. However, this man was repeating racism; what he was saying 
was not special, just a reiteration of the beliefs of a particular ideology that 
we have all heard before. Not that that makes it okay.
The interesting thing is that my younger brothers did not understand 
how this man was being racist; he did not say the N-word or any other 
explicit racist slurs. I love my brothers to death, but they are racially 
colourblind, which at its roots, equally perpetuates racism by complying 
with it—but that’s another article for another day. I think that it is important 
for people who understand systemic racism—among other antagonisms, 
to speak up when it comes the time. Not only to support the person who 
is being prejudiced against but also to shed light on those who do not 
understand how multi-faceted these social issues are.
If systemic discrimination is built on conformity and complicity, then 
not having said anything during my long weekend dinner would have 
just put another coin in the racism-is-okay piggy bank. Questioning 
the information being thrown at us and making a ruckus is sometimes 
necessary to be progressive and contribute to creating new, non- 
supremacist norms.
When an ideology—such as ethnocentrism or any supremacism—is being 
repeated over and over, it becomes a norm. This process is sped up when 
that ideology is confirmed by others—both passively and actively.
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Haunted Houses are a perfect activity to get you in a spooky mood for the Halloween season. But, before you decide to go into one, there are some unspoken rules that you should be aware of. These rules come from the point of view of someone who works as an actor at a Haunted House. As a result, 
everything said in this article isn’t a literal rule, just my feelings as a person.
What not to do in a Haunted House
 › Advice from your local scarer
Here’s are three things not to do in a Haunted House.
DON’T FLIRT WITH THE ACTORS. 
Is it the fake bloody makeup smeared and dripping 
all over an actor’s face? Maybe the torn clothes, the 
prop weapons, the chaotic-looking hair? Whatever 
it is that attracts a guest to a particular actor, I’ll 
never understand—nor do I want to. Whatever 
your reasoning is, please don’t flirt with the actors 
or make weird suggestive comments. 
Behind the scenes, my co-workers and I often 
share their stories about how one person asked for 
their DMs or even someone who made ‘kissy faces’ 
at them. If you’re reading this and thinking that 
this sounds absurd, you’re absolutely right. 
It may seem like a funny joke to some guests 
(why that is, I can’t begin to comprehend), but 
it’s not as fun when you’re on the receiving end. 
At the end of the day, this is a job for us. So, if 
you wouldn’t say it to the cashier at your local 
supermarket or the random waitress serving your 
food, don’t say it to the actors in the house trying to 
do their job.
DON’T TOUCH THEM. 
Unfortunately, this often goes hand-in-hand with flirting. One time, a guest entered the room 
I was in, walked straight up to me, and grabbed my face like they were about to kiss me. Do 
I even have to explain how goddamn disturbing that is? It’s hard to prevent the occasional 
brush, especially because the hallways aren’t exactly the largest in spaces such as these, 
however, I’m referring to the purposeful touching. Don’t do this for multiple reasons.
One being COVID. In case it somehow slipped one’s mind that we’re almost two years 
into a pandemic, here’s your reminder. 
Another reason is it’s just plain weird. Unless the actor is straight-up attacking and you 
need to physically defend yourself—which won’t ever happen—there’s no need to touch them.
STOP TRYING TO ACT TOUGH. 
Look, I get it. You can’t help it if you don’t get scared; but if you’re having a terrible time, 
walking around trying to pick a fight or ‘one-up’ the actor, is not exactly anyone’s definition of 
making it better.
Chances are, you paid a decent amount of money for the Haunted House. You don’t have 
to be scared by everything and everyone, but the LEAST you can do with the money that you 
spent is try to have fun.
With all that being said, it’s simple to follow the 
rules as long you’re not trying to cause trouble. If 
you do choose to go to a Haunted House, I wish you 
the best of luck and hope you have a lot of fun!
One time, a guest entered 
the room I was in, walked 
straight up to me, and 
grabbed my face like 
they were about to kiss 
me. Do I even have to 
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In their announcements during the pandemic so far, Apple detailed 
technological improvements in their 
products but no major breakthroughs 
or new products. During this time, they 
could have gone back to in-person and 
live announcements; instead, They are 
still pre-taped and have a similar structure 
and format if you watched all of them.
Just when you thought that the 
announcement of the iPhone 13 was their 
last announcement for this year, they 
deliver one more thing in true Apple 
fashion. In the October 18 announcement 
from their headquarters, they were 
still pushing their M1 chips which they 
described as the current most powerful 
processor in the world. The announcement 
begins with a man creating music using 
sounds of past Apple products; afterwards, 
a hyperspeed scene in the announcement 
made me hope that they were going to 
announce a new product.
 It then transitions to Apple CEO 
Tim Cook on a field in their now familiar 
headquarters announcing what are 
essentially improved versions of some of 
their music products and the MacBook 
Pro. They first announced a new type 
of playlist in Apple Music based on 
situations as well as a version of the 
streaming service that is only used with 
Siri. While it does allow you to access all 
the music in the streaming service, you 
might have to say specific instructions to 
play a specific version of a song such as 
the original version or a live version from 
a concert.
There are also improved versions 
of their EarPods and HomePod Mini 
which are now available in a variety of 
colours including orange, which fits the 
atmosphere when you play music during 
a Halloween party. The main focus of 
the announcement is the new version of 
their specially created M1 chip which they 
hyped like a new product.  Not only is 
there the M1 Pro but also a version of the 
chip that is set to be the fastest processing 
chip in the world called the M1 Pro Max.
As in other recent announcements, 
we see Johny Srouji explaining how the 
chip works while also explaining the 
functions of the computer’s motherboard. 
Like how a lot of tasks are calculated in 
the chip and how much power is used as 
well as how images are displayed on the 
screen. If you compare the sizes of all the 
versions of the M1 chip, the M1 Pro Max 
is larger thanks to millions of transistors 
being put in the chip to increase the 
processing speed.
An interesting thing about the 
new chips is that no matter if you use 
a MacBook by itself or plugged in, the 
graphics performance will not drop. I had 
thought that when you are recharging 
your laptop, it makes it faster. The new 
chips which also use less power will be 
implemented gradually beginning with 
the next version of the MacBook Pro. It 
now has an edge-to-edge screen made 
possible by shrinking the notch of the 
MacBook like the notch in the iPhone.
This year, Apple’s announcements 
were interesting in the case of how they 
were presented especially the one where 
Cook walks in the trail. And while they did 
make some breakthroughs in technology, 
they are yet to release a new product that 
will once again change the game.
Even faster chips from Apple
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We are well into October and Halloween is only a few days 
away! This spooky holiday is a great 
opportunity to be visionary, creative, 
and live in imagination for a night. For 
other folks, though, the horror and 
extroverted energy associated with 
Halloween might be overwhelming. 
Here are some of my suggestions for 
how to have a fantastic Halloween while 
remaining introvert-friendly!
To start with, watching Halloween 
movies at night is a perfect way to set up 
the Halloween spirit. A Halloween movie 
night with candlelight, quietness, and 
popcorn can be an ideal combination. I 
highly recommend Halloween movies 
that are family-friendly yet, quite thrilling 
and that ultimately give you chills and 
tension. Coraline is one of my all-time 
favourite movies and is especially great for 
a spooky occasion like this. Coraline is also 
intriguingly eerie; it maintains an intense, 
terrifying ambiance throughout the film, 
particularly with the buttoned eyes. 
You could also just watch a 
Halloween documentary if that's more 
your style! However, you may decide that 
you don't want to celebrate the occasion 
and instead want to watch reruns of your 
preferred sitcom with wine and popcorn. 
Whatever works for you!
You can enjoy your holiday by making 
arts & crafts. Many introverts use artistic 
activities to fill their time as a relaxing 
but creative hobby. You can draw or paint 
Halloween-themed characters such as 
zombies, skeletons, monsters, vampires, and 
wizards. Maybe make a Halloween journal 
with ghoulish stickers and doodling. For 
introverts who adore makeup or fashion, 
costume parties or Halloween theme 
makeovers can be a hit. Perhaps writing 
a descriptive or narrative story about 
Halloween to express your wild imagination 
is more your style; it’s a creative way to craft 
your scariest stories using a terrifying plot 
and eerie atmosphere.
Thirdly, bake or cook spooky 
Halloween treats or make decorations! 
You can have so much fun crafting 
Halloween theme-related designs while 
making food. Happiness is always 
enhanced by the feeling of satisfaction 
gained from seeing your artistic dish. You 
can expand your horizons by preparing 
and showcasing your various ideas for 
your holiday meal. 
When it comes to crafts, you can 
start a pumpkin carving party! Carving a 
pumpkin allows you to have a low-key and 
imaginative Halloween celebration. Invite 
your best pals over to carve pumpkins while 
listening to Halloween music.
If any of these plans don’t seem ideal 
to you, maybe you can pamper yourself. 
Pampering yourself is not only a fantastic 
way to recharge and rejuvenate, but it's also 
an essential part of keeping physically and 
mentally healthy during a holiday time like 
this. Take care of your inner and outer self 
in whichever ways suit you best. 
Nonetheless, as with every other 
holiday, cherish the traditions or have fun 
making your own. Celebrate in a way that 
feels comfortable and right to you. On a 
final note, I witch you a Happy Halloween!
Celebrating Halloween in an 
introvert-friendly way.
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After over a year and a half, the border between Canada and the United States will finally be 
opened on November 6. It has been acceptable for a 
while now to travel by plane into the States, but land 
border crossings have been closed since the pandemic 
began. The ability to cross the border by car will no 
doubt be a relief for people who enjoy going down to 
Seattle to see events, including the new NHL team, 
the Seattle Kraken. The reopening will also be good 
for people who frequently travel to Bellingham to go 
to Costco and other US establishments. However, 
travelling down to the States will have an unfortunate 
expense that lingers from the pandemic: showing a 
clean bill of health via a rapid COVID-19 test before 
being permitted to re-enter the country regardless of 
a person's vaccine status.
These rapid tests are not cheap. They cost 
between $50 and $150, plus you have to get them 
before you come back into the country. As for 
travelling into America, a rapid test will not be 
necessary if they are driving across the border (plane 
flights will still require one though). When the 
question was brought up to deputy Prime Minister 
Chrystia Freeland regarding if Canadians must get 
a negative rapid test before returning to Canada, 
Freeland responded with “The rules are the rules, and 
people are expected to follow the rules.” 
To get the story of what it is like to try and get 
these tests, I spoke to my brother, Keith Allan. He and 
his girlfriend went to San Francisco and Las Vegas 
earlier this month and had to get the tests at home 
and on the way back from Vegas. In total, my brother 
had to spend over $600 just on the testing alone. 
As I mentioned before the tests cost anything 
between $50 to $150 during the return trip, but as my 
brother informed me, that is only if you get them at a 
drug store like a Walgreens. Unfortunately, Walgreens 
is very backed up when it comes to testing. “Some 
of the Walgreens say they are so backed up that you 
would only get your results in a week.” That would be 
too long for him to wait, and because border officials 
only accept the rapid test no older than 72 hours, it 
would not work to get back into the country.
He also informed me that he has heard of people 
getting around the cost by faking symptoms to get a 
rapid test in Canada. That way they can travel down 
to the States while the test results are negative and use 
that test to get back in. With these kinds of loopholes, 
Allan says “What’s the point of still having these tests?”
When asked if he would travel down to the 
States again under the current situation, Allan said 
“We might as well just wait it out [until the tests 
are done…] Unless you have to go down or it’s a big 
vacation or something, you might as well just wait for 
the new year.”
With border towns hungry for tourists, these 
restrictions add another layer of trouble for those 
itching to get back home. The point of the border 
is that it is simple and free to cross. The addition of 
a negative COVID-19 test just adds an unnecessary 
expense to many Canadians travel plans. If Americans 
don’t need a test to get back into their own country, 
then Canadians shouldn’t either. There is taking 
precautions, but there is also overkill. I, like my 
brother, believe that this is an example of overkill.
Borderline 
Unfair?
 › The border is open, 












• Borderline Unfair?                                                  
The border is open...                                 
but with a catch
...and that's everything!
If Americans don’t need a test to get back into their 
own country, then Canadians shouldn’t either.
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If you ever want to feel better about how messy your home is, spend some time perusing the catalogue 
of iconic Dutch artist Jan Steen. He makes domestic 
mismanagement the cautionary subject of many of 
his paintings. Many commentaries have suggested 
that the name Jan Steen is a household Byward in the 
Netherlands, used to denote a messy or disorganized 
home. I asked a Dutch friend of mine if he was familiar 
with this and he was not. Bullshit is everywhere - 
everywhere you look, lo, there is the shit of bulls.
In this painting, dating from the early ‘60s—the 
1660s, so like the 1960s, but completely different—Steen 
can be seen sitting in the centre of the room, filling 
the role of the delinquent man of this chaotic house. 
This isn’t the only time Steen saw fit to put himself 
in one of his paintings. It seems that he had quite a 
self-deprecating sense of humour, as he almost always 
portrays himself as ugly and disreputable. 
As we examine this work, we’re supposed to 
understand that this family is not everything it ought 
to be. Note the presence of drunkenness, tobacco, 
disorderly children, infidelity (man of the house flirting 
with the maid). Steen didn’t seem to understand that 
people will not be able to unsee some of the ways in 
which he portrays himself. I’ll bet that bit him in the ass 
socially. 
The woman resting her feet on a book is meant to 
show irreligiosity. It’s generally assumed that this is the 
Bible; it’s not marked, which means it could theoretically 
be anything I suppose. Maybe this is actually showing us 
how the household disrespected Stephen King. Neglect 
of nobler pastimes (disused lute and backgammon 
board) and disregard for the poor (unwelcomed beggar 
at door). Also, they have a cat in the house, which is just 
perverse.
If you’re looking at this painting and you’re thinking 
“Have I seen another Jan Steen very much like this?” then 
you’re a nerd and nobody likes spending time with you, 
not even your mother. You’re also probably right. There’s 
another painting, called Beware of Luxury In English. 
Presently displayed in Austria as something completely 
different. (Why do we do this? Do you know how many 
paintings you know by one title that aren’t called that 
in other languages?) That was painted in the same year 
as this that contains an almost identical message of 
warning for the dissipated. Most notably, it has the same 
basket of goodies hanging over the proceedings. That 
basket, a gesture of heavy-handed symbolism, preaches 
a veritable sermon of consequences upon those whose 
lives are filthy with loose and undisciplined living. 
In both The Dissolute Household and Beware of 
Luxury (and many other Jan Steens) there is prominently 
displayed a half-peeled lemon. What the hell that means, 
I’ve no idea. Perhaps I should leave half-peeled lemons 
out in front of Dutch people and see if their reactions are 
in any way enlightening.
• The cheeky art critic column: The 
Dissolute Household





 › The cheeky art critic column
Jan Steen didn’t seem to understand that people will not be able to unsee some of 






















I’m not too old to be in the street
Free candy?
Sign me up! 
Fireworks? 
Show me where to go!
First I’ll knock, then I’ll hunch over
If you don’t look too closely you can’t tell 
That I’m old enough and have paid rent long enough
Trick or treat
I’m not too old for sweets
Who doesn’t want something good to eat? 
Is that a bowl, left out for little hands? 
Don’t worry, I’ll take a Reese’s or two
Your neighbour won’t know I’m grown underneath this mask
Black cats, Wizard hats, colourful masks
I’m never too old for free candy
Never too old for free candy





























Welcome to the post-pandemic Halloween, a time when 60’s countrypolitan meets 70’s 
Queb-disco, spooky surf rock makes a splash, 
shoegaze is briefly resurrected, and a whole album 
has been made in Hallows’ Eve’s name. This week’s 
Other Playlist consists of an eerie mélange of 
recently released tunes; each having been on the 
scene for less than a month. And while many of 
this soundscape’s artists are Canadian, expect an 
interjection from a spacey, psychedelic Spanish 
track; a slinky, Swedish folk tune; and a conceptual 
and sensual surrealist one from New Zealand 
(among a potpourri of others). Whether you are 
looking for an ambience-rich soundtrack for a night 
spent pumpkin carving, or some groove-inducing 
dance floor tunes, we’ve got you covered.
1. Baby if we stick it out—Daniel Romano
2. Ciel Bleu—Bon Enfant
3. Goodbye Ghost—La Luz
4. Little Things—Big Thief
5. Darker Moves—Dayton Swim Club
6. Flipping Poles—Connan Mockasin
7. Jazz on the Autobahn—The Felice Brothers
8. Force d’Eros—Gab Paquet
9. Valle Local—Jose Gonzalez 
10. All About Our Love—Mapache 
11. Never Went Away—Mystic Braves
12. Haunted House Party—Austin Leonard Jones
13. You Enter—Zero Percent APR
14. Celeste V—The Zephyr Bones
15. Running Away—Cate Le Bon
16. Iso—Late Nite Laundry
17. Don’t Try Hard Enough—Morning Silk
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Open Sourced - information is updated quickly
Environmental - digital options mean less printing
Many options of format - online or low cost print or
audio
Accessible - come in many accessible formats
OERs (Open Educational Resources) are 
quality & low/no cost alternative to 
traditional academic materials & textbooks.
They are teaching, learning, and research 
resources that reside in the public domain or 
have been released under an intellectual 
property license that permits their free use 
and repurposing by others. OER can include 
full courses, course materials, modules, 
textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, 
and any other tools, materials, or techniques 
used to support access to knowledge.
What are OERS?
How to Increase OERs at Douglas
Course Feedback & Evaluations
At the end of every semester there is official Course Feedback or individual class 
and instructor evaluations. Ask for OERs in the feedback and evaluations
Talk to and Ask your Instructors
Instructors are the ones who assign the course materials for your class. Why not 
ask your instructor if there is an OER they can use or adopt instead of a traditional 
course material or textbook?!
Join the DSU Campaign!
Share your program and textbook costs with us & follow us on social media to 
stay involved in the campaign and to learn about which courses already offer 
OERs or how to get more OERs at Douglas!
Over 70% of
students did not 
buy recommended
materials because 
it was cost prohibitive
